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FAIRFIELD MEDICAL CENTER LEASES BUILDING TO THE
FAIRFIELD DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

LANCASTER, Ohio (July 17, 2007) – On July 13, 2007, The Fairfield Department of Health Board
of Directors passed a resolution to accept an offer from Fairfield Medical Center to move the Fairfield
County Community Health Center (FCCHC) to the medical office space available near Kroger on East
Main Street in Lancaster. This offer is very beneficial to both parties, given that this location, currently
leased by Fairfield Medical Center, will now become the new location for the Fairfield County
Community Health Center. The expected date of operation will be on October 1, 2007.

At the same time, the Fairfield Department of Health is seeking additional space to enable the rest of
the health department functions to relocate.  This relocation of the entire health department will save
resources in paying for two locations for utilities, maintenance and shared services. ÒWe noticed that
given our patient load, we needed a bigger facility and more exam rooms to give our patients the care
they deserve. The number of Medicaid and indigent patients has increased throughout the years by 20-
30 percent. Our goal is to decrease wait time for these patients to receive care, and do it in an efficient
manner.  This will also give us the ability to work closely with Fairfield Medical Center,Ó stated Frank
Hirsch, Health Commissioner of the Fairfield Department of Health.

This move was also prompted by the Fairfield Department of HealthÕs Health Center being awarded
Federally Qualified Health Center Look-Alike (FQHC-LA) status. The requirements for this new



status may not be met in the current space, which was never designed as a health center. This past year,
the Health Center cared for over 3,900 residents who had little or no ability to pay for their health care.
To meet the increased demands of the community, expansion is inevitable. This move will enable
patients more privacy through a larger waiting room, provide better access for those without car
transportation, decrease wait time with more exam rooms, and have the added convenience of Fairfield
Medical Center just right around the corner for patient referrals. Patients who need further care such as
a pharmacy, radiology or specialist follow up, can more easily access this care.  Mina Ubbing,
President and CEO of Fairfield Medical Center commented, ÒI am glad Fairfield Medical Center can
be of assistance to the Fairfield Department of Health. I feel that such a move will benefit the
community greatly, unifying us to reach the main goal, patient satisfaction.Ó If you have any questions
about the Fairfield Department of HealthÕs move, please call Pam Delay at (740) 653-4489, extension
151.
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